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Making the Most of the Multilevel Class 
Podcast 2: Objectives and Levels and Content – Oh, My! 

Pre-Listening Activity #1 
 

Before you listen to Podcast 2:  
1. Look at the short list of lesson themes below. Rate each theme according to 

the level of interest the majority of your learners would have in that theme.*   
 
Lesson Themes (listed in alphabetical order) High 

Interest  
Some 
Interest 

Low 
Interest 

 Classroom and School Routines     

 Clothing (Purchasing and Caring for Clothes)    

 Community Services and Businesses    

 Current Events (World and US)    

 Driving     

 Entertainment and Media    

 Health Care      

 Healthy Eating    

 Household Routines     

 Housing    

 Job Search    

 Math in Everyday Life    

 Parenting and Childcare    

 Public Transportation    

 Safety     

 Social Interactions    

 Technology    

 US Government    

 US History     

 US Legal System    

 Weather    

 Workplace Routines and Procedures    

 
2.  Reflect on the following questions:  

• What did you consider as you rated each theme? 
• What other themes would you add to this list?  

  
* Note: To conduct this type of survey with students across levels, distribute picture 

dictionaries and have them identify their top 5 topic pages in the picture 
dictionary.   
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Making the Most of the Multilevel Class 
Podcast 2: Themes and Objectives and Content, Oh My! 

  
Pre-Listening Activity #2 

 
Before you listen to Podcast 2: 
• Read the article below and reflect on the questions that follow it. 

 

The Objective of Objectives 
 

An ESL lesson objective sets the goal for learners during a lesson and provides 
the rationale for the lesson’s activities: preparing learners to be able to do a 
specific communication task. The objective is often written as a statement that 
begins: By the end of this lesson students will be able to…. and includes the 
context and communication task for the lesson. The objective typically uses a 
verb that is demonstrable (creating an objective that can be evaluated) and 
indicates the proficiency focus of the lesson. It may even include language that 
identifies how the achievement of the objective will be measured. 
 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to ask for and give personal  
information in a role play between a student and a school clerk.    

The proficiency focus of an objective directly influences how teachers will 
evaluate a student’s performance.  For example, instructors could evaluate a 
lesson with a speaking/listening focus by using a role play or other type of 
applied performance activity. In contrast, a teacher could evaluate a lesson with 
a reading focus, by using a written reading comprehension test, and could 
evaluate a writing lesson using a writing task. Here are examples of different 
competency-based lesson objectives, each with its proficiency focus in 
parentheses. 
 
 Students will be able to: 

- listen for weekend weather predictions in order to make plans (Listening) 

- interpret and complete a rental agreement. (Reading/Writing) 

- write a paragraph identifying academic and career goals and the  
  steps they will take to achieve those goals. (Writing) 

- describe a traffic accident to a police officer. (Speaking) 

- read nutrition labels in order to identify healthy snack options (Reading) 
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It’s important to remember that although every objective has a proficiency focus, 
all four skills should be integrated within each lesson. For example, in a lesson 
based on the weather objective above, learners would  

• listen for the weather conditions,  
• practice a conversation in which they make plans based on the 

weather,  
• write sentences about what they like to do on the weekend, and  
• read a weather report. 

 
Single-level lessons generally have one lesson objective, but multilevel lessons 
rely on several leveled objectives within the same overarching lesson theme. By 
creating three objectives-- one each for lower-level, mid-level and higher-level 
learners in the class—learners can work towards achieving the objective that 
most closely matches their abilities and needs.  Here are three leveled objectives 
around the theme of setting goals:  
 Level A- Identify eight different academic and career goals 

 Level B- List three short-term goals and one long-term goal. 

   Level C- Write a paragraph identifying an academic and/or career goal  
       and the steps needed to achieve those goals. 

Whether in a single-level or a multilevel class, lesson objectives are the 
foundation of successful lesson planning. Writing objectives based on learners’ 
needs ensures that the lessons will be both meaningful and motivating, two 
elements that are essential for adult learners.   
 
Reflection:  
• Think about an objective from a lesson you’ve recently taught and reflect on the 
following questions: 
 
 1. What was the context of the objective?  
 2. What was the proficiency focus? 
 3. What was the communication task?   
 4. How did you evaluate learners’ achievement of the lesson objective? 
 
• After reading “The Objective of Objectives” article, would you revise the 
objective. Why or why not?  
  
 
 
 
 


