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Before you listen to Podcast 5:  
•  Take the survey below and then rate the cross-ability challenges before 
listening to podcast 5. 
 
1.  Mark the survey and reflect on the questions using the prompts below. 
 

How often do you … Often Sometimes Rarely or 
Never 

ask higher-level learners to tutor  
lower-level learners? 

   

ask lower-level learners to quiz higher-
level learners? (Spelling, dictation, content 
questions.)  

   

assign roles to partners  
or team members? 

   

create Do/Say charts with your learners? 
   

have learners of different levels work  
together to complete a task or a project?   

   

have learners at all levels collect data 
about each other in order to chart or graph 
the information? 

   

 
a.  Think about which of these strategies or activities you’d like to do more 

often. 
b.  Think about the last activity your learners did in mixed-level/cross-ability 

groups. Which, if any, of the above strategies did you use? 
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2. The four issues below often occur in mixed-level/cross-ability groups. Rate the 
issues on a scale of 1-4, with 4 being most challenging for you to deal with and 
1 being most easily managed. 

 
 ___a.  one student dominates the group 

 ___b.  one or more students engage in constant translation in the group 

 ___c.  one or more students is unwilling to participate 

 ___d.  one student only wants to work  with his/her spouse, relative, or friend. 


