Making the Most of the Multilevel Class
Podcast 4: Group Work that Works! Part 1

Pre-Listening Activity

Before you listen to Podcast 4, complete the following activity:
* Think about your use of group work in the multilevel classroom.

1. Check the statements that are true for you.

__a. | often assign students to groups or pairs at the same time | plan my lessons.
__b. I often group or pair students spontaneously.

__c. | often use a matching activity to pair or group learners.

__d. Most of my students are comfortable working groups.

__e. | have several students who do not like to work in groups.

__f. 1teach my students group management skills.

__g. When I group learners by level, | often give all groups the same basic activity
tailored to each group’s level.

__h. 1 often have learners of different levels work together on a communication task (for
example creating a poster with nutrition tips, role playing a situation at the store, or
making a presentation on the weather in different countries.)

2. Based on your responses to #1 above, check the topics in Podcast 4 that will
be most meaningful for you:

__The rationale for using same-level and mixed-level group work in the multilevel class
___Ways to get learners into groups

__Classroom management and group management strategies

3. Jot down your answers to the questions below before listening to the podcast .

*What are the benefits of grouping learners in a multilevel class? What are the
challenges?

*What are some ways of getting learners into groups?

*What types of group management strategies do students need to learn and use?
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